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of the White-billed Northern Diver obtained from the 
Boganida district. He told me that the bird is well-known 
far away on the tundra to the cast, but is very rare on the 
Yenisei. 

166. * Coryunaus arericus. Black-throated Diver. 


167. * CoLYMBUS SEPTENTRIONALIS. 
My experience differs from Seebolim’s, in that I found 
the Red-throated Diver much commoner than the Black- 


throated Diver. The former is exceedingly numerous at 
Golchika. 


XLIV.—On the Psophia obscura of Natterer and Pelzeln. 
By P. L. Scrarer, M.A., Ph.D., F.R.S. 


(Plate XI.) 


In the account of the Trumpeters (Psophiidæ) in the British 
Museum Catalogue (vol. xxiii. p. 231), Psophia obscura of 
Natterer and Pelzeln has been united to P. viridis Spix. 
Knowing full well the almost unfailing accuracy of Natterer 
and his sernpulousness in naming new species without good 
reason, I was always of opinion that some mistake had been 
made here; but, no specimens of either of these species being 
in the British Museum or in any other collection in England, 
I have until quite recently been unable to set it right. I 
have now the opportunity of doing so, through the kind 
assistance of my excellent correspondent Dr. Goeldi, Director 
of the Museum of Pará. During a recent excursion to the 
Upper Rio Capim, in the Province of Pará, Dr. Goeldi 
obtained, near the waterfall of Acary Ussána, two living 
examples of a Trumpeter and two dead specimens, and has 
kindly forwarded to me one of the latter, from which tlie 
accompanying figure (Plate XI.) has been prepared. There 
can be little doubt, I think, both from the locality and from 
the original description, that these birds (which Dr. Goeldi 
informs me were all four alike) are referable to Psophia 
obscura, aud that they are distinet from P. viridis Spix, as I 
will proceed to show. 
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2 SOPHIA OBS URS 


Psophia obscura of Natterer and Pelzeln. S 


Psophia obscura of Natterer's MS. Catalogue was first 
published in 1857 by Pelzeln in the ‘Sitzungsberichte’ 
of the Academy of Sciences of Berlin with the following 
characters :— 


“ Ps. capite, collo, alis, uropygio et corpore toto subtüs nigris ; 
plumis colli inferioris apice nitore violacco obsoleto 
parum conspicuo: dorsi plumis humeralibus elongatis 
laxis et seeundariorum umbrinorum marginibus viridibus 
in fuscum variantibus: alarum tectricibus majoribus 
limbis latis nunc viridibus nunc violaceis : rostro nigro 
viridi paulum notato: pedibus nigrescentibus : scutis 
tibiarum et interdum scutis tarsorum in marginibus 
cinereo- virescentibus.” 

Pelzeln adds the following remarks :— 

“his species comes much nearer P. viridis Spix than 
P. leucoptera, but differs from it in the following particulars. 
The bill m all its dimensions is rather smaller, ie is arched 
forward from the commencement of the head-feathers. 
The nostrils converge strongly towards the middle line. 
The colour of the bill is black, with some green spots, 
especially in front of the nostrils and on the under mandible. 
The feathers of the under-neck are much looser and more 
divaricated than in P. viridis, and have only a very slight 
and obsolete violet tinge. Again, the green, and in some 
places violet, edges of the larger wing-coverts are much 
less shining and noticeable. The back, the lengthened 
shoulder-feathers, and the edges of the umber-brown are 
green glanced with brown, so that the last-named colour in 
certain lights predominates on the back. The general tone 
of colour is far darker and less lively than in P. viridis. A 
peculiar appearance is produced by the fact that the shafts 
of the long shoulder-feathers and of the green-edged 
sccondaries appear to be very finely ringed with brown in 
certain lights. The colour of the feet is blackish, only the 
scales on the tible and many edgings of the tarsal scales 
being of a bright greenish grey." 

Natterer obtained four examples of this species, all near 
Pará. Of these three are in the Imperial Museum, and one 
was rejected as useless. His notes are as follows :— 
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(1) “Female, 6/7th Jan., 1835, from the low forest. Iris 
dark brown, eye-ring black. Bill black, with some pale 
green streaks in front of the nostrils and at the back of the 
lower mandible. Feet very dark blackish grey, only the 
front and hind scales of the thighs and the terminal halves 
of the upper shields of the tarsi pale greyish green. Toes 
dark grey. Large eggs in the ovary. Berries in the crop. 

(2) * Male adult, Jan. 28th, from the high forest, where 
this bird lives on the ground in small flocks, roosting at 
night on the trees. Iris dark brown, eye-ring black. Bill 
black, slightly tinged with green: upper mandible in front 
of the nostrils, edges of the gape, and some specks on the 
under mandible blackish green. Toes and claws dark brown. 
Scales of the tarsus dark grecnish brown, rather bright on 
their edgings. Naked portion of the tibia bright greenish 
grey. The tail reaches but a few lines beyond the tips of 
the wings. Contents of crop, berries. 

(3) “ Male, shot Jan. 31st. Toes and lower halves of the 
tarsi black, passing upwards iuto blackish brown and then 
into greenish brown, and becoming dirty grass-grcen near the 
tibize. Tibiæ blackish brown, but the scutes greenish: 
hinder tarsal shields also green. Bill black, almost without 
any green.” 

The following notes relate to the two specimens of 
P. viridis likewise procured by Natterer : = 

(1) * Female, Rio Mamoré, Cachoeira de Guajara-guacu, 
27th Aug., 1829, from a flock in the forest. Eye large, iris 
dark ehestnut-brown ; hinder half of bill dirty yellowish 
brown, front half dirty bluish green. Nostrils pervious. 
Tongue long, small, and fleshy, with a horny tip.  Fcet 
pale greyish green, at the commencement of tne unfeathered 
portion of the tibiz more of a yellowish grey, all dusky. 
Tail reaching about three lines beyond the wiug-ends. 

(2) “Female, slightly moulting, Salto Theotonio, Nov. Ist, 
1829, obtained on the right bank of the Madeira, on the 
ground in dense forest. Iris dark brown, eye-ring black. 
Colour of bill as in the former specimen, but nostril-pit and 
space between that and the front, as also the culmen at the 
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tip and a long stripe on the cdge of the lower mandible, 
blackish. Sealed portions of the feet and toes bluish grey 
with greenish tinge; shielded portions pale greyish green, 
as also the naked parts of the tarsi. "Tail reaehing 1 ineh 
beyond the wing-ends. This bird was brought in wounded, 
and when handled cried “gaa-gaa*—and at the same time 
one could hear an indistinet sound in the belly.? 

In reply to enquiries, Dr. Finsch kindly informs me that 
two examples of P. obscura are in the Leyden Museum. 
One of these is one of Natterer’s original specimens from 
Pará, reeeived in exchange from Vienna. "The other, from 
Temminek's old collection, was incorrectly labelled “ P. vi- 
ridis ? by that ornithologist, but agrees nearly with Natterer's 
specimen. It was, no doubt, this wrong determination that 
led Dr. Bowdler Sharpe (Cat. Dirds, xxiii. p. 231) to unite 
P. obscura to P. viridis, whieh is not represented in the 
Leyden Museum. The description of P. viridis m the 
Catalogue was taken from the Leyden specimens, and there- 
fore belongs to P. obscura*, : 

The type of P. viridis Spix is, I believe, at Munich, 
where I think I remember seeing it some years ago. It was 
obtained at Villa Nova, on the Upper Amazon. "The only 
other specimens of P. viridis that I know of are those 
obtained by Natterer, as recorded by Pelzeln (see above), 
on the Madeira and Rio Mamoré, one of its upper 
branches. Itis quite likely that Spix's specimen was not 
originally from Villa Nova, but had been brought there from 
the Rio Madeira, Villa Nova being, as Mr. Bates has shown 
(‘ Nat. on the Amazons,’ i. p. 283), a kind of emporium of 
the trade of that river. 

In reply to my enquiries at Vienna, Herr Lorenz has 
most kindly compared the specimens of P. viridis in the 
Imperial Collection with those of P. obscura, and writes as 
follows :— 


* Since these paragraphs were written, Dr. Finsch has issued his 
“Note on Psophia viridis and P. obscura” (‘Notes Leyd. Mus.’ vol. xx. 
p. 81), in which his remarks, communicated to me by letter, are published 
in print.—P. L. S. 
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* It is with great pleasure that I send you notes on the 
differences that I can make out between P. obscura aud 
P. viridis. They are quite distinct. The names of the 
colours in the appended diagnoses are taken from Ridgway’s 


* Nomenclature? :— 


* Ps. OBSCURA. 
Upper parts blackish, mixed with 
dark blue-green. 


Larger coverts with a dark plum- 
purple gloss at the ends. 


Secondaries blackish brown. 


Scale-like feathers on the fore- 
neck with a dusky plum-purple 
gloss. - 

Bill and legs in the stuffed speci- 
inens blackish. 


Ps. VIRIDIS. 

Upper parts brownish, varying 
to bright parrot-green or grass- 
green. 

Purple gloss of larger wing- 
coverts more expanded, brighter, 
more bluish, varying to green. 

Secondaries clearer, chocolate- 
brown. 

Scale-like feathers on the fore- 
neck brighter, more glossy, prune- 
or dahlia-purple. 

Bill and legs in the stuffed speci- 
mens lighter, brownish. ” 


After this I think it will be allowed that P. obscura, 
although elosely allied to P. viridis, and belonging to the 
same section of the genus, is specifically distinct, as might 
be expected from the different localities of the two species— 
P. obscura being from Lower Amazonia, and P. viridis 
from the far interior valley of the Rio Madeira. 

[Since this article was written two living examples of 
P. obscura have been acquired by the Zoological Society of 
London, and are now in the Western Aviary. I have com- 
pared them with the specimen now figured, and find that 
they agree in every essential partieular.— P. L. S., 9. vii. 98.] 


XLV.—Field-notes on the Land-birds of Sabaragamuwa 
Province, Ceylon.—Part II. By Frepericx Lewis, A.C.F. 
Ceylon, F.L.S. 

[Concluded from p. 350.) 


70. CORONE MACRORHYNCHA (Legge, B. of C. p. 346). 
An abundant species iu the province, and generally dis- 
tributed up to 3000 feet altitude, but after that it becomes 


